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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION UNDER RULE 116 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed November 6, 2003, Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections of record based on the following 
arguments. 

Claims 1-13 are pending herein. Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-13 are 
in condition for allowance for the reasons explained below. 

Examiner Addison is thanked for the courtesies extended to Applicant's 
representative (Nicole Buckner) during a telephonic interview on February 4, 2004, the 
substance of which is incorporated below. 

Applicant appreciates Examiner Addison indicating that claims 8-13 are allowed. In 
addition to allowed claims 8-13, Applicant respectfully submits that claim 1-7 are also in 
condition for allowance for the reasons explained below, and respectfully requests that a 
Notice of Allowance be issued for this application in due course. 

1. Claims 1 and 7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.§102(b) over JP fi 0l9. Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection. 
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Independent claim 1 recites an apparatus for outputting a laser beam comprising a 
laser beam source, laser beam diameter adjusting means for adjusting a diameter of a beam 
incident from the laser beam source, laser beam reflecting direction controlling means for 
controlling a reflecting direction of the beam incident from the laser beam diameter adjusting 
means and recording means for recording information data in accordance with the diameter of 
the beam incident from the laser beam reflecting direction controlling means. 

Claims 7 depends from independent claim 1 and further recites a first optical system 
arranged in an optical path between the laser beam source and the laser beam diameter 

* 

adjusting means and a second optical system arranged in an optical path between the laser 
beam reflecting direction controlling means and the recording means. 

During the telephonic interview, Examiner Addison indicated that she had a complete 
English-language translation of JP c 019.* Examiner Addison asserted that her translation of 
JP 6 019 discloses that the piezoelectric element 29 controls element 27 to adjust the 
"luminous gap" between beams B] and B 2 as shown, for example, in Fig. 3 of JP c 019. 
Examiner Addison indicated that she was interpreting "luminous gap" to mean the difference 
or change in the spacing between the two beams B 1 and B 2 . 

Even if Applicant accepts this interpretation, however, Applicant respectfully submits 
that JP '019 still does not disclose or suggest any means for adjusting the diameter of either 
beam Bj or B 2i as recited in independent claim 1. That is, the phrase "luminous gap" that 
Examiner Addison quoted from her translation of JP '019 appears to be terminology derived 
from a machine translation of the reference. Applicant respectfully submits that "luminous 
gap" can still be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with Applicant's prior position, that 
the piezoelectric element 29 of JP c 019 operates to adjust the emission interval between the 
two laser beams based on the potential difference data generated by the surface potentiometer 
20 in connection with the control circuit 35. The peizoelectric element 29 of JP *019 simply 
does not in any way adjust the diameter of either laser beam. Applicant respectfully submits 
that controlling the emission interval between the two laser beams is a time-related control 



"In the event that Examiner Addison does not allow ail pending claims in response to this document, 
Applicant respectfully requests thai Examiner Addison provide a copy of the exact translation of JP *01 9 on 
•which she is relying. 
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function, and that the "luminous gap" between the two beams could be considered to be the 
same as the emission interval between the two beams, on a temporal basis. 

Again, Applicant respectfully stands by the prior representation regarding the actual 
function of the piezoelectric element 29 of JP *019, and respectfully submits that there is no 
disclosure in JP k 0l9 of laser beam diameter adjusting means for adjusting a diameter of a 
beam incident from the laser beam source, as recited in independent claim 1 . 

For at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that all claims 
pending herein define patentable subject matter over the art of record. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectftilly request that the above rejection be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

If Examiner Addison believes that contact with Applicant's attorney would be 
advantageous toward the disposition of this case, she is herein requested to call Applicant's 
attorney at the phone number noted below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated with 
this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1446. 
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